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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 2918 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, SA, IZ 

SUBJECT: SAUDI COMMENTS ON IRAQ 

1 . NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE GROUP GOT TWO SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT 
POINTS OF VIEW ON IRAQ DURING VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA. DUR- 
ING CALL ON DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER PRINCE TURKI BIN ABD 
AT, -AZIZ. ON APRIL 17, GROUP ASKED HIM WHAT SAUDI ARABIA WAS 
DOING TO GET SOVIETS OUT OF IRAQ. TURKI SAID IRAQ WAS 
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FRIENDLY COUNTRY AND THAT SAUDI-IRAQI RELATIONS WERE AS 
GOOD AS THEY COULD BE. EVIDENNCE OF THIS GOOD RELATIONSHIP 
WAS DEFENSE MINISTER PRINCE SULTAN'S VISIT IN IRAQ WHICH 
WAS GOING ON THAT VERY DAY. IF SOVIETS WERE IN IRAQ, IT 
WAS FAULT OF BRITISH AND AMERICANS, WHO GAVE THEM OPPOR- 
TUNITY. HOWEVER, SAUDI ARABIA COULD NOT INTERFERE IN 
INTERNAL POLICY OF IRAQ. ROLE OF SAUDI ARABIA NOW IS TO 
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STAND BY IRAQ AND EXPLAIN TO IRAQIS ABOUT DANGERS FROM 
SOVIETS AS IT HAD DONE WITH EGYPT AND SOMALIA. IT IS 
ESSENTIAL THAT SAUDI ARABIA NOT LEAVE IRAQ ALONE WITH 
SOVIETS. ALSO, IF IRAQ GETS RID OF SOVIETS, IT IS ESSEN- 
TIAL THAT SAUDI ARABIA CARRY OUT ANY PROMISES IT MAY HAVE 
MADE, UNLIKE THE WAY U.S. TREATED SOMALIA. 

2. MINISTER OF PETROLEUM ZAKI YAMANI SAID THAT IT WOULD 
NOT BE POSSIBLE TO GET SOVIETS OUT OF IRAQ UNTIL ARAB- 
ISRAEL PROBLEM IS SOLVED. ONCE ARAB-TSRAF.I. PROBLEM IS 
SOLVED, THERE WOULD BE NO REASON FOR IRAQIS TO RELY ON 
SOVIETS. 

3. COMMENT: PRINCE TURKI SEEMS TO BE MORE OPTIMISTIC 
THAN YAMANI ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF MODERATING IRAQ. 
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